VACCINOLOGY

How the Ebola vaccine protects
The Ebola vaccine that proved effective in a trial of more than 4,000 people in Guinea seems
CONSERVATION
Poverty drives forest raiders
Researchers have proposed ways to improve efforts to stop people illegally harvesting wood and food from a conservation park in Uganda.
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, which covers 330 square kilometres, hosts half of the world's endangered mountain gorillas. Mariel Harrison at Imperial College London and her colleagues surveyed 365 households around Bwindi and found that people in 26% of them had hunted for bushmeat and 20% had collected firewood in the park. These illegal activities were most prevalent among the poorest households living in remote areas and closest to the park. Focus groups reported poverty and resentment at the inequitable distribution of benefits from the park as reasons for their activities.
The researchers suggest that projects combining conservation and development should benefit the poorest people in remote areas near park boundaries to reduce illegal activities that jeopardize the park's resources. team developed a mouse model in which they could switch on the Pax6 gene in specific neural progenitor cells -where it is expressed in humans but not in mice. They turned on the gene in cells that give rise to neurons of the neocortex, which controls advanced cognitive abilities. The team found that with sustained Pax6 expression, the progenitor cells proliferated more, resulting in more neurons in parts of the neocortex.
Pax6 could have had an important role in the evolution of the larger primate neocortex, the authors suggest. 
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